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be supported in their lawful jurisdiction. Should there be violation of existing laws which are not inquired into by the civil magistrates, or should failure in the administration of justice be complained of, the cases will be reported to these Headquarters, when such orders will be made as may be deemed necessary. While the General thus indicates his purpose to respect the liberties of the people, he wishes all to understand that armed insurrection or forcible resistance to the law will be instantly suppressed by arms."
On the 18th of December, 1867, the following message was sent by the President of the United States to both Houses of Congress :
" GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE AND OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES :
" An official copy of the order issued by Major-General Win-field S. Hancock, commander of the Fifth Military District, dated headquarters in New Orleans, La., on the 29th day of Novem ber, has reached me through the regular channels of the War Department, and I herewith communicate it to Congress for such action as may seem to be proper in view of all the circumstances. " It will be perceived that General Hancock announces that he will make the law the rule of his conduct; that he will uphold the courts and other civil authorities in the performance of their proper duties, and that he will use his military power only to preserve the peace and enforce the law. He declares very explicitly that the sacred right of the trial by jury and the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be crushed out or trodden under foot. He goes further, and, in one comprehensive sentence, asserts that the principles of American liberty are still the inheritance of this people, and ever should be.
"When a great soldier, with unrestricted power in his hands to oppress his fellow-men, voluntarily foregoes the chance of gratifying his selfish ambition, and devotes himself to the duty of building up the liberties and strengthening the laws of his country, he presents an example of the highest public virtue that